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FLOW project description  

 

Abstract:  

FLOW addresses issues described under the theme ñDenmark and the global flows of the futureò. 

The objective of the project is to contribute with systematic and interdisciplinary analyses of 1) the 

migration flows of the future, particularly the consequences of climate changes, 2) the effect of 

immigration on the developed North European welfare states, and 3) the possibilities for improving 

both the socioeconomic and the sociocultural integration of immigrants.  FLOWôs mission is to 

deliver basic research into migration flows and their consequences as well as application-oriented 

research regarding the ways in which the socioeconomic and sociocultural integration of 

immigrants may be improved in developed welfare states.  

 

FLOWôs research groups and principal investigator ï excellence and interdisciplinarity 

FLOW is an interdisciplinary meeting place for geographers (Technical Faculty of IT and Design), 

welfare and labour market researchers (Faculty of Social Sciences), migration researchers (Faculty 

of Social Sciences/Faculty of Humanities) and education historians and education ethnographers 

(Faculty of Humanities)  

¶ CCWS (led by  Christian Albrekt Larsen, Jørgen Goul Andersen, Karen Nielsen Breidahl, 

Kristian Kongshøj and Troels Fage Hedegaard; the Faculty of Social Sciences) is a leading 

centre for comparative welfare studies. CCWS will contribute to the project with analyses of 

the consequence on socioeconomics, the political support for the welfare state and wider 

goals for social cohesion    

¶ CoMID (led by Trine Lund Thomsen and Martin Bak Jørgensen; the Faculty of 

Humanities/the Faculty of Social Sciences) is a recognised research centre conducting 

research within migration and integration processes.  CoMID will contribute to the project 

with analyses of the causes of migration and the migrantsô encounters with and experience 

of North European societies.  

¶ RUG (led by Henning Sten Hansen, Carsten Kessler and Lise Schrøder; Technical Faculty 

of IT and Design) possesses great expertise within geo-informatics, climate change and 

simulation models.  RUG will contribute to FLOW with knowledge of future climate 

conditions and expected resulting migration patterns and will develop a simulation 

programme for migration flows. 

¶ CARMA (led by Thomas Bredgaard; the Faculty of Social Sciences) is an interdisciplinary 

research centre focusing on the operating principles of the labour market.  CARMA will 

contribute with analyses on the consequences of migration on the labour market and the 

conditions for the integration of migrants in the labour market.  

¶ CfU (led by Mette Buchardt; the Faculty of Humanities) is an interdisciplinary centre 

conducting research in the development and implementation of study programmes and 

education policies in the European welfare states. CfU contributes with historical and 

ethnographic knowledge about the policy strategies of the education system as regards 

immigration with a view to ensuring an improved policy and efficient implementation locally.  

 



PI Christian Albrekt Larsen is a professor in comparative welfare studies, holds a higher doctoral 

degree in sociology, is the research leader of CCW, a former sapere aude research leader in the 

Danish Council for Independent Research and a current member of the Danish Council for 

Independent Research, Social Sciences.  

 

FLOWôs problem statement and state of the art ï the large societal challenges 

FLOW addresses the situation described in the reference text, in which ñglobal challenges 

regarding for instance climate, inequality and armed conflicts cause many people to wish to seek 

better living conditions in new countries - and the movements constitute challenges locally, 

nationally and globallyò (reference text).   Immigrant numbers are increasing. In 2000, 173 million 

foreign-born individuals lived in host countries.  By 2015, this number had increased to 244 

million. Immigration is defined as a situation where a person leaves their nation state to take 

permanent residence in another state. FLOW addresses this more permanent immigration, whereas 

questions regarding study stays, commuting, seasonal work etc. are omitted.  Northern Europe is 

defined as the Nordic countries, the Netherlands and Germany.  The overall thesis is that these 

fairly homogeneous countries are facing comparable challenges.  Moreover, these states have 

handled the challenges differently, providing opportunities for óisolatingô dynamics and exchanging 

experience.  FLOWôs main question is how immigration and an expanded welfare state may be 

combined in the future. This leads on to the following three sub-questions:   

 

1: What migration flows may Northern Europe expect in the future?  

2. How does increasing immigration affect North European welfare states?  

3: How might the socioeconomic and sociocultural integration of immigrants in North European 

welfare States be improved?   

Ad 1: Migration flows occur in a complex interplay between ñpushò and ñpullò factors.  Only a minor 

share of immigrants are personally persecuted according to the Geneva Convention in a narrow sense.  

The majority of immigrants are crossing national borders in order to achieve better living conditions, 

whether they are escaping from a war-torn country or famine or are simply dreaming of a higher (or 

even a much higher) standard of living. For this reason, it is difficult to set up a formula as to when 

and why people break up. But a consensus exists that basic living conditions such as food and shelter 

constitute structural conditions.  Climate changes will increase migrations across borders, as parts of 

Africa, the Middle East and parts of Southern Europe are expected to be difficult to inhabit. A report 

from the Internal Displacement Monitor Centre shows that the vast majority of the internally 

displaced people (who are not yet immigrants) broke up due to natural disasters including, in 

particular, extreme weather conditions (2016). In 2016, twice as many people broke up due to natural 

disasters such as conflicts and violence.  According to the International Organisation for Migration 

(IOM), 2050 may see up to 200 million migrants as a result of climate changes (2008). Previous 

research has been characterised by economic analyses focusing on the income gap between 

countries(f.eks. Collier 2013) and sociological analyses focusing on network effects between 

diasporas effects between the host country and the country of origin(f.eks. Massey, Durand & Malone 

2002).  In particular, the data material from immigration between Mexico and the USA has been used 

in the development of theories concerning flow patterns.  FLOW contributes to the field with 


